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Tripoli now in Tunisia Should be allowed to return 
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é I enclose a copy of two cables which I have 

—— received from Schwartz, who is now in North Africa, 
The cable dated 2nd July reached me after the one dated 
the 5th, and, in fact, has only just come. The proposal 
which I would wish strongly to support is that the French 
Jews from Benghazi and Tripoli now in Tunisia should be 
allowed to return to their homes where presumably they 
will be able to earn their own livings, and to live in 
far more satisfactory conditions than in Tunisia. 
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A.W.G. Randall Esq., 
Foreign Office, 
S.W. le 





x COPY OF CABLE RECEIVED FROM JOSEPH SCHWARTZ 5 


Sth July, 1943, 


ELT SIR HERBERT EMERSON HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 
11D REGENT STREET LONDON 


REGARDING MY CABLE JULY SECOND WISH ADVISE JEWISH REFUGEES FROM 
TRIPOLI AND BENGHAZI NOW TUNISIA NUMBER APPROXIMATELY 700 OF WHOM 
400 LODGED JUST OUTSIDE OF TUNIS 300 LIVING IN ALGERIA STOP ALL 
THESE REFUGEES ARE TUNISIAN OR ALGERIAN THUS BEING FRENCH SUBJECTS 
NOT ITALIAN AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED STOP THEY WERE EXPELLED FROM 
TRIPOLITAINE HOMES DURING OCCUPATION BY AXIS AUTHORITIES STOP 
SINCE THEY ARE NOW LIVING UNDER MOST DIFFICULT CONDITION THEY MOST 
ANXIOUS TO RETURN HOME WHERE MANY OF THEM HAVE PROPERTY BUSINESS 
ETCETERA STOP WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR INTERVENTION FACILITATE THEIR 
REPATRIATION STOP IF NECESSARY WE WOULD BE READY PARTICIPATE PAYMENT 
TRANSPORTATION COSTS FOR WHICH SOME REFUGEES ABLE TO PAY THEMSELVES 
STOP PLEASE ADVISE JOSEPH SCHWARTZ AT ADDRESS PREVIOUSLY INDICATED 
ELIE GOZLAN 





COpy OF CABLE 2nd JULY 1943 


ELT SIR HERBERT EMERSON HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 
11 D REGENT STREET LONDON ENGLAND 


REFUGEE SITUATION ALGERIA MOROCCO GREATLY IMPROVED WITH PRACTICALLY 
ALL NOW RELEASED FROM CAMPS STOP SHRITISH PIONEER CORPS HAS ENLISTED 
APPROXIMATELY ONE THOUSAND JEWISH REFUGEES WHO VERY HAPPY IN THEIR 
POSTS STOP OTHERS WORKING ON LABOR CONTRACTS AMERICAN ARMY OR 
PRIVATE INDUSTRY STOP MANY RELEASED SPANISH REFUGEES WORKING FOR 
AMERICAN ARMY STOP FRED HOELER NOW LONDON WILL FURNISH ALL 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THIS SUBJECT STOP AT PRESENT TIME APPROXIN- 
ATELY ONE THOUSAND JEWISH REFUGEES FROM TRIPOLI AND BENGHAZI NOW 
TUNISIA LIVING UNDER VERY DIFFICULT CONDITIONS DUE TO ACUTE HOUSING 
SHORTAGE AND FOOD SITUATION STOP GREAT MAJORITY DESIROUS TO RETURN 
. THEIR ORIGINAL HOMES BRITISH CONSUL TUNIS HAS CABLED FOREIGN OFFICE 
FOR PERMISSION THEIR RETURN SINCE MANY OF THIS GROUP ITALIAN 
NATIONALITY STOP VIEW CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THESE REFUGEES 
ARE LIVING UNDESIRABLE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT TO REPATRIATE 
THEM ORIGINAL HOMES PLEASE ADVISE JOSEPH SCHWARTZ CARE ELIE GOZLAN 
2 IMPASSE BRESNIER ALGIERS 
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Closing of Tripolitanian frontier. 
y ¢ Addressed Algiers No. 212. Refers to Minstate 
W 11951/10181/ tolecvunt No. 1722 (W 10778/10181/48). It hasbeen 
TELEGRAM FROM decided as temporary measure to close frontier of 
Minister of State, Tripolitania to all immigrants with the exception 
Cairo of skilled workers essential to the war effort. 
18 74 Reason is shortage of food and accommodation in 
; Tripolitania and lack of transport for immigrants. 
* 15th Aug. 1943 |Requests that French authorities in Algeria and 
: : Tripolitania be informed accordingly. 
17th Aug.1943 (Repeated Malta No. 18, Jedda 105). 
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| CYPHER } 


FROM MINISTER OF STATE 
; severen test fo NS 

TO RESIDENT MINISTER, auatitys — “UG 19423 

$e SALUD. 


No. 212 De 1625 Pelle 16th August 1943. 
15th August 1943. Re 7.55 peme 16th August 1943. 
seated to Foreign Office, No. 1874. 
ae “Malta. ice ig, (Foreign Office please pass) 


and Jedda, No. 105. 
0:0:0:0;0 
My telegram No. 1722 te Lenden repeated to Algiers. 


Civil Affairs Branch, G.H.0. » Middle ast informs me that it 
has been decided as a temporary measure to clese the frontier of 
Tripelitania to all immigrants with the exception of skilled 
workers essential te the war effort. Reason is shertage of food 
end accommedatien in Tripelitania and lack of trenspert fer inni- 
grants, I should be grateful if you weuld arrence for French 
authorities in Algeria and Tunisia’ te be in fo rned accordingly. 


2- In view of large number of applicants, Deputy Chief Civil 
Affairs Officer prepeses at a later date te send officer te 
Tunisia te deal with applications te enter Tripelitania,. 


5. I am repeating this telegram te His liajesty's Representative, 
Jedda, because he r Gently consulted me abeut local 4ripelitanians 


returning te Tripelitania. 


[Cepies sent te sir i. bridges ana Mir. Armstreng and te 
telegraph Sectien, Colenial Office fer repetition te 
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CAIRO. 


Tolsovawe d Your telegram No. 212 £ of 15th 


August: closing of Tripolitania 
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I trust/ subject to any obser- 


vations Resident Minister Algiers may 
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Resident, ALGIERS have to offer, you will bear in sige 
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W11951/1081/48 DEPARTMENTAL NO. 


OFFICE TO MINISTER OF STATE CATRO 


Ne. 2654 
August cist 1945, O pem. August 21st 1943 


Repeated te Resident Minister Algiers telegram Noe.1669, 


15th August: closing 
elt ir ‘ipelit: 


I trust that,subject to any ebservations Resident 
Minister Algiers may have te effer, yeu will bear in 
mind the desirability on general grounds of French Jews 
referred to in ny teleg im NO. 924, of th es 16th August, 
being allewed te return te their hemes as seen as 

72.13 ss ap ule . a nad 4 = 7 et me e- 
idle en. the lines licated in 
3/245/CA ef the 
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Disp¢ f 
rs to Foreign Office legram No.2254 
July (W 10181/10181/48). Persons nor 
Pripolitania can be triated overlar 
bserve frontier control r concerted 
D.C.C.A.0. Trip itania anc he French authori 
Tunis. De ] yuld best be arranged between 
Tripoli and Tunis. rsons mally resident 
enaica woul t 
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DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2. 


STER_OF STATE, CATRO TO FOREIGN Ob OFFICE, 


De 12.06 Geile 24th July, 1943. 


gorda July 945. OA +h : 7 
our v9 i ~ ‘ 2040 Geile 24th July, 1943. 


Repeated to Resident Minister Algiers. 


Your telegram No. 225 


It appears possible that these refugees may be inclatied 
among the 1000 mentioned in Algiers teleg ram Nos 17 7 t 
[ Erp. undec. ] Cairo, hether this is so or not I am informed 
by CAB. G.H.Q, Middle Bast Forces that the following factors 
govern the re tur to Libya of all such refugees. 


2e Persons normally resident in Tripolitania can be 
repatriated overland provi ided they observe frontier control 
rules concerted between D.C.C.A.0. Tri politania and the 
French authorities in Tunis, Details could best be 
arranged between Tripoli and Tunis. 


5. Persons normally resident in we enaica would have 
to travel by S6a.as there is an adequate transport between 
Tripolitania and Cyrenaica. Total numbe : eal individual 
details of French ite rp. undec, ? bound] for Cyrenaica should 
be reported to C,A.b, who will consult D.C.C.A,0, Cyrenaica 
regarding their re-admission to that territory. 


[Copies sent to Sir I, Bridges and Mir, Armstrong. ] 
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PORSIGN GFPICE, 
Seis le 


ae ee Sist eouly, 1943. 
10778/ 10161/48) 


) 


a 


De 2 e CALAMWI2.. 


Would you please refer to your 
letter ©. 1088/808653 of the ifth July 
about Prench Jews in Tunisia’ 


"We Pererred your enquiry to the 
sesident Minister who tells us that 
persons who normally reside in 
Tripolitenia ean return home over- 
iand, provided they esrry out the 
Pules of frontier control concerted 
between the French authorities in 
sunis and the Deputy Chief Civil 
affairs Offieer in Tripelitania, 


Persons who nomeally reside in 
vyrenaica would have to return by 
See Gnd there is no transport avail- 
abie between Tripolitania and 
vyrensicse The total number and 
individual particulars of those 


wishing/ 


vir Herbert MECPSOK » GeCetle be peVebe le 
High Commissioner for Refugees, 
115, Regent Street, 


es ; 2 
~2@ '@i@ 





wishing to return home to 
Cyrenaica should be given to the 
Civil Affairs Branch, Tunis, who 
will consuit the appropriate 
authority in Cyrenaica about 
their re-admission. 


buns Unrerdy 


(A oW Ge Randall) 
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Minister of State. J. De O5 Petey 18th August, 1943. 


NUe 216. 


18th August, 1943, Re Se 5O acelin, 19th August, 1943. 


Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE. No. 1908. 
Wwwwwy 
y telegram No. 212. 


I learn from the same source that the 


4 2..{ 


f 
N 


Swiss Consulate 


at Tunis has issued a nuiber of laisser—passer to 


Tripolitamian Arabs and others for the purp 


ose of entering 


Tripolitania. this practice has caused considerable 
embarrassment to British military administration. 


Qe I understand the Swiss Consulate 
superintended from London, but I should be 
would have them informed of situation. 
desist, Foreign Office will no doubt tak 


L.Copies sent to Sir E. Bridges and ifr 
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- Armstrong]. 
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r (CYPHUR DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. LO 
FROM MINISTER OF STATE, CAIRO TO RESIDENT MINISTER, ALGIERS 
No. 219. D. 1.45 pem. 21st ary By 
seo August 1943. Re 2055 pele 2lst hu Pa 
peated to Foreign Office, telegram lle. 1920. UP TA8 


i 
0:0:0:0:0 3 | 
, | 


_ 


Your telegrem No. 1148 rsic] te Foreign serie? AUG 1948 | 


{ presume French Authorities have since been informed as 
requested in my telegram Ne. 212. 


Althsugh ‘Tripelitania is Loon oryges to closed as Pgh ny 
therein, I understand that refugees Should be able te return by 
sea to Cyrenaica subject te conditions in paragraph 3 my telegram 
Ne. 1722 te Fereign Office. 

[Cepies sent te Sir E. Bridges and Mr. Armstreng] 
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[CYPHER] 
FROM ALGIERS TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
SS tieensoeeeas sai, 


lir, Makins, D. 6.00 pom. 5rd September 1943 
NOs 1650 


ord September 1945 Re 2.25 am. 4th September 1943 


os Following sent to Minister of State, Cairo telegram 
NO. 257 of September ist, 

My telegram No. 225, | 

Swiss Consul Tunisia has informed His Majesty's Consul- 
General that the only documents he 128 issued are identity 
documents which do not purport to give right to enter 
Tripolitania or to leeve Tunisia. Documents seen by 
Consul-General confirn this explanation, 


LCopies sent to Sir &, Bridges and Mr. Armstron o] 
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[EN CLAIR] | 97 OCT 1943 DEPARTMENTAL No.1. 
\ = - 


FROM MINISTER OF STATE RESIDENT CAIRO TO 
RESIDENT MINISTER'S OFFICE ALGIEKS 


No. 278. De 18th October, 193. 
18th October, 1913. Re 4040 Pele 26th October, 1913. 


REPEATED TO FOREIGN OFFICE No. 229 SAVING. 


9999999 WOKS 


Pe ai ' 7. 
liy telegram Noe 1722 to Foreign Office [of 23rd July.| 


Headquarters, British Military Administration, Cyrenaica, 
have received from Tunisian authorities first batch of requests 
from Fre@nh subjects mostly Jews who were removed from 
Cyrenaica to Tunisia in 1942 by Italian authorities and who 
now wish to return to Benghazi and Barce. President of Jewish 
community in Benghazi has also asked for return of the Jews who 
have exhausted their funds, Civil Affairs Officers at both 
places named are prepared to receive these persons and D.C.C.A.0. 
is in favour of repatriation on same terms as other destitute 
repatriates. They can only return by sea, 


2. I should be grateful if you could ascertain: 
(a) whether all the Jews formerly resident in 
Cyrenaica wish to return. 
(b) what proportion of the whole will need financial 
assistance on their return to Cyrenaica, 
(c) what arrangements can be made to transport then 
from Tunisia. 


3.  #It is considered that transport andasts of 
repatriation should be provided by French authorities. 


[Copies sent to Sir E,Bridges and ir. Armstrong. ] 
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[EN CLAIR) \V{ DEPARTMENTAL No.l. 


FROM RESIDENT MINISTER'S OFFIVE ALGIERS TO 
MINISTER OF STATE RESIDENT CAIRO 


No, 297, Resmin, D. 2.50 p.m. October 24th, 1945. 
October 24rd, 1943, R. 2.50 p.m. October 30th, 1945. 


Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE No. 17 Saving 
bbbbdb 
Your telegram No. 278. : 


We are obtaining detailed report from the French. 
Meanwhile our information is as follows: 


Your paragraph 2 (a) all with few exceptions. 


Your paragraph 2 (b) about 80 per cent will be self 
supporting. 


2. Transport arrangements aré under discussion. 


[Copies sent to Sir E. Bridges and Mr. Armstrong 
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[EN CLAIR] DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. 
1 AIT ee 


lOA 


Vv 


FROM MINISTER OF STATE CAITRO~TO “FOREIGN OFFICE 


Ne. 242. SAVING. De (Untimed) 2nd Nevember 1945. 
2nd Nevember 1945. Re 6040 poem. Sth November 1943. 


Repeated te Resident Minister Algiers Ne. 9 Saving. 
0:0:0:0 


Your tele S Nes. 2254 [ef 16th July] and 2654 
[ef 2lst August]. Ss 


D.C.C.A-O-. Tripelitania after discussien with His 
Majesty's Censul-General end French autherities at Tunis 
hes agreed te accept 772 French Jews frem French Nerth 
Airices subject te certain practical conditions. It is 
heped that transfer by sea will be cempleted by mid- 
December. 


2. French Autherities have been warned that cenditiens 
ef life in Tripelitanie are likely te be enereus gen- 
pared with Tunisie and that it is met censidered thet these 
refugees are entitled te claim relicf in Tripelitania. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
12th November, 1943. 


(W 15608/10181/48) 


Dear kmerson, LG 


Yould you please refer to Walker's 
letter to you, reference W 11931/101814¢ 
of 18th August about the possibility 
of sending beck from Tunisia to 
Benghazi end Tripoli 6 number of Jews 
of French nationality. 


The Civil Affairs authorities in 
fripolitenia heave just agreed to 
accept 772 French Jews from French 
North Airica subject to certain 

' practical conditions. It is hoped 
that they will 911 be transferred by 
gea by the middie oi December next. ~ 
A warning has been given to the French 
Authorities that conditions in 
Tripolitania are onerous compared with 
those in Tunisia; further, it is not 
considered that these refugees will be 
entitled to claim relief in 
Tripolitenie. 

Yours sincerely, 


" . (A . | : G. Randell : 
Sir Herbert Hmerson, G.C.I.E.-, RoC. Sete, 
Intergovernmentsal Committee, 

11D, Regent Street, 3.#.1- 





DEPARTMENTAL Nosi.e 


FROM MINISTER OF STATE RESIDENT CAIRO TO 
RESIDENT MINISTER'S OFFICE . ALGIERS 


No. 278. De 18th October, 1943. 
18th October, 1943. Re +4040 peme 26th October, 1943. 


REPEATED TO FOREIGN OFFICE No. 229 SAVING. 
9999999 
My telegram No. 1722 to Foreign Office [of 23rd July,] 


Headquarters, British Military Administration, Cyrenaica, 
have eostcd from Tunisian authorities first batch of requests 
from Frecnh subjects mostly Jews who were removed from 
Cyrenaica to Tunisia in 191.2 by Italian authorities and who 
now wish to return to Benghazi and Barce. President of Jewish 
conmunity in Benghazi has “also asked for return of the Jews who 
have exhausted their funds. Civil Affairs Officers at both 
places named are prepared to receive these persons and D,C,C,A.0. 
is in favour of repatriation on same terms as other destitute 
repatriates. They can only retum by sea. 


2. 1 should be grateful if you could ascertain: 
(a) whether all the Jews formerly resident in 
Cyrenaica wish to return. 
(b) what proportion of the whole will need financial 
assistance on their return to Cyrenaica. 
(c) what arrangements can be made to transport them 
from Tunisia, 


3. It is considered that transport andosts of 
repatriation should be provided by French authorities. 


[Copies sent to Sir E,Bridges and Mr. Armstrong. ] 
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[EN CLAIR] DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2. 


FROM RESIDENT MINISTER ALGIERS TO MINISTER OF STATS (RESIDENT) 
CATRO, 
Ne. 854 


D. By bag 15th Nevember 1948. 
13th Nevember 1943. 


R. 11.35 am, 24th November 1943, 
Repeated te Fereign Office Saving Ne. 358. 


Tunis Saving Ne. 40. 
Bema, Tripbase, HQ, B.M.A., Cyrenaica by AFHQ bag. 


7 Oo O_O 4 
| ey ye LY 
h 


My telegram Ne. 297. 


Details se far available are as follows: 


— 


Yeur telegram Ne. 278. Paragraph 2(a). ~ 


592 persens in all in Tunisia wish to return te 
Cyrenaica. 5390 ef these are Jews and 202 Meslem. Paragraph 
2(b).  Appreximately 200 will require financial assistance; 

a complete list is in the precess ef being dram up. French 
autherities agree te mect cost of transpert. 


2. Please inferm me as seen as pessible whether 
repatriatien is autherised, 


5. See alse my despatches 5 and 4 ef Nevember 12th which 
centain first list ef 14 repatriates frem Merecce and third 
and feurth lists ef 20 repatriates from Algeria 211 ef whem 
wish te return te Cyrenaica. 


[Cepies sent te Mr. Smyth]. 





: 
LA ls { &Y ee aa | t Ud 
(EN CLAIR] DEPARTMENTAL No.l. 


FROM RESIDENT MINISTER'S OFFICE ALGIERS TO 
ee VETO ALGLERS TO 
MINISTER OF STATE RESIDENT CATRO 


No. 297 Resmin, D. 2.50 p.m. October 24th, 1943. 
October 23rd, 1943, R, 2.50 p.m. October 30th, 1943. 


Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE No. 17 Saving 
bbbb 
Your telegram No, 278, 


We are obtaining detailed report from the French, 
Meanwhile our information is as frllows: 


Your paragraph 2 (a) all with few exceptions, 


Your paragraph 2 (b) about 80 per cent will be self 
supporting, 


2. Transport arrangements are under discussion, 


[Copies sent to Sir E, Bridges and Mr, Armstrong] 
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Supply of Kosher meat to Jews in Tripolitania. _ 


Reais) W\ 17664/ 1018/48 
4 Communicates copy of Commander~in=-Chief 
FROM War Office Middle East tdlegram No, OET/48664 of 16th December. 
Communicated Refers to War Office telegram No. 98318 of 14th 
awe December (W 17376/10181/48). Kosher meat is 
No available to Jews in Tripolitania on same scale as 
ee meat is available to general populatién and no 
Dated complaints have been received on this score. 
Received \ 23rd Dece, discrimination in favour of Jews. 
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